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MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Population,  1911  Census  ...  ...  ...  68,345 

Estimated  Total  Population  middle  of  1917  ...  74,932 

,,  Civil  Population  middle  of  1917  ...  67,221 

> 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,860  acres. 

Height  of  West  Bromwich — 

Highest  Level  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  573-ft. 

Lowest  Level  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  347-ft. 


Rateable  Value  of  Property  assessed  to  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor,  November  1917 
Rateable  Value  of  Property  assessed  to  the 
General  District  Rate,  November,  1917 

Number  of  Houses  in  Borough,  Census,  1911 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census,  1911 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


£243,483  15  0 

£228,482  8  9 

14,825 

13,952 
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County  Borough  of  Meet  Bromwich. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

SA  A  IT  A  R  Y  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  and  pleasure  as  Acting  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  present  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  conditions 
of  the  town  for  the  past  year,  1917,  compiled  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Spears. 

There  is  nothing  calling  for  special  remark  except  perhaps 
that  the  mortality  rate  was  somewhat  higher  than  that  of  the 
preceding  year  1916.  This  increase,  as  you  will  see  from  the 
body  of  the  Report,  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the  measles 
epidemic  which  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
Also  there  was  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  birth-rate — this 
was  in  consonance  with  the  falling  birth-rate  of  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales.  This  is  evidently  one  of  the  results  of  the 
terrible  war  and  the  consequent  wastage  of  the  best  part  of  our 
manhood. 

I  am  pleased  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  continued  interest 
and  hard  working  support  given  to  the  Infant  and  Mothers’ 
Welfare  Centres,  and  it  is  to  this  valuable  branch  of  Public 
health  work  that  a  great  deal  of  the  wastage  of  infantile  life  is 
prevented,  and  all  honour  is  due  to  those  who  so  nobly  devote  so 
much  of  their  time  and  substance  to  this  end. 

In  the  body  of  the  Report  will  be  found  &  full  account  of  all 
matters  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  under 
the  various  headings  As  you  are  all  aware,  the  work  of  the 
department  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  under  the  most 
difficult  conditions,  and  of  course  a  good  deal  of  necessary  work 
has  had  to  be  postponed  to  a  future  time  when  normal  circum¬ 
stances  are  resumed. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General  has  again  supplied  two  esti¬ 
mates  of  population,,  the  estimated  total  population  civil 
and  military,  which  is  used  for  the  purposes  of  calculating 
the  birth-rate,  being  74,932  for  the  vea]  1917,  and  the 
total  civil  or  resident  population,  which  is  used  for  the 
civilian  death-rate,  being  67,221.  As  these  estimates  are 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  rates  between  the  total 
and  civil  population  is  the  same  in  West  Bromwich  as  in 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  they  are  obviously  purely 
arbitrary  in  character,  and  there  is  no>  doubt  that  the  figure 
for  the  existing  resident  population  is  underestimated . 
Reasons  for  this  belief  were  cited  in  the  last  Annual  Re¬ 
port,  and  experience  gained  last  year  as  a,  result  of  the 
measles  epidemic  and  house  to  house  inspections  confirm 
this  yiew,  and  it  is  tolerably  certain  that  the  resident 
population  is  well  over  70,000. 

BIRTHS. 

y  t 

The  actual  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district 
was  1,709.  Eleven  of  these  births,  which  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary,  were  transferred  to  other  districts, 
whilst  there  were  ten  inward  transfers.  The  net  number  of 
births,  therefore,  was  1,708,  or  a  birth-rate  of  22.8.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1916  were  1,905  and  26.2.  and 
these,  it  was  then  stated,  were  the  lowest  on  record.  Com¬ 
pared  with  the  average  annual  birth-rate  for  the  quin¬ 
quennial  period,  1912 — 1916,  which  was  29.7,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  reduction  is  most  marked  in  character,  and  is 
indeed  the  most  noteworthy  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
At  the  same  time  it  compares  favourably  with  the  birth-rate 
for  the  96  great  towns  in,  England  and  Wales,  which  in  1917 
was  18.1. 

The  excess  of  male  births  over  female  births  was  53. 
This  excess  was  greater  than  that  of  the  previous  year, 
viz.,  31,  but  not  so  great  as  in  some  preceding  years. 
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The  number  oif  illegitimate'  births  was  57,  which 
again  isi  an  increase  as  compared  with  1916,  when  the  num¬ 
ber  was  49,  but  once  more  it  is  considerably  below  the 
average^  of  the  five  preceding  years,  which  was'  75.  Of  these 
illegitimate  births,  seven  were  those  of  children  whose 
mothers  were  not  ordinarily  resident  in  West,  Bromwich, 
but,  there  were  two  inward  transfers. 

DEATHS. 

In  the  report  for  1916  it  was  stated  that  although  a  record 
year  had  been  experienced  in  the  matter  oif  the  lowness  of 
the  death-rate,  there  were  good  reasons  for  holding  that  this 
very  favourable  record  would  not  be  maintained.  This 
forecast  has  been  justified,  as  will  be  seen. 

Including  deaths  in  institutions,  the  total  number  of 
deaths  registered  in  the  borough  was  1,216,  or  a  gross  death- 
rate  of  18.1,  as  compared  with  1,082  deaths  and  a  gross 
death-rate  of  16.2  in  1916.  Two  hundred  and  ten  of  these 
deaths  were  those  of  persons  not  ordinarily  resident  in  the 
district,  and  they  have,  been  transferred  to  the  former  places 
of  residence.  Fifty- seven  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  resi¬ 
dents  have  been  transferred  to  us  from  other  districts,  the 
net  number  of  deaths  being  1,063  which  gives  a  net  death- 
rate  of  15.8.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1916  were  945 
deaths,  and  a  death-rate  of  14.1.  This  increase,  although 
regrettable,  is  by  no  means  alarming,  for  the  average 
annual  death-rate  for  the  quinquennial  period  1912 — 1916 
was  15.9.  The  death-rate  for  the  96  great  towns  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  during  1917  was  14.6. 

Analysing  the  causes  of  deaths,  it  will  be  seen  that, 
Measles,  with  79  deaths  (as  compared  with  one  death  in 
1916)  or  a  death-rate  of  1.2,  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
increase.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  show  a  slight  in¬ 
crease,  211  as  compared  with  200  in  1916,  and  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  18.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
Eighty-two  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis  and  other  Tuber¬ 
culous  diseases,  a  slight  increase,  55  to  organic  heart  disease 
as  compared  with  85  in  1916,  the  number  of  deaths  from 
cancer  has  fallen  from  67  to  49  ;  deaths  from  violence  have, 
increased  from  33  to  39,  but,  a  smaller  proportion  of  these 
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were  due  to  burning  fatalities  among  young  children,  313 
deaths  were  ascribed  to  other  defined  diseases,  as  compared 
with  275  in  1916. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  Measles  Mortality  is  mainly  responsible  for  the 
increase  which  has  occurred  in  the  Zymotic  Death-rate, 
which  for  1917  was  1.9,  as  compared  with  0.6  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  0|f  the  127  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic 
diseases,  75,  as  already  stated,  were  due  to  Measles,  as 
compared  with  1  in  1916  ;  30  to  Diarrhoea,  as  compared 
with  14  in  1916;  11  to  Whooping  Cough,  4  to  Diphtheria 
or  Membranous  Croup,  and  1  to  Scarlet  Fever.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  due  to  Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  preceding 
five  years  were  83,  276,  137,  202,,  and  39  respectively. 

CHILD  MORTALITY. 

As  was  also  foreshadowed  in  the  report  for  1916,  the 
infantile  mortality  figures  for  1917  are  by  no  means  so 
satisfactory  as  they  were  in  the  preceding  year.  The  net 
number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  210,  as 
compared  with  171  in  1916,  the  infantile  mortality  being 
121.5  as  compared  with  89.8  in  1916.  The  rates  for  the  four 
quarters  were  141.3,  134.5,  95.2,  113.2. 

Although  compared  with  the  figure  for  1916,  this  in¬ 
crease  appears  to  be  very  marked,  yet,  when  compared  with 
the  figure  (118)  for  the  quinquennial  period  1912 — 1916, 
it  is  by  no  means  so  unsatisfactory,  particularly  having 
regard  to  the  difficulties  encountered,  and,  indeed,  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  rates  once  prevalent  in  the  borough. 

Of  the  208  deaths,  74,  or  35.6  per  cent.,  took  place 
before  the  end  of  the  first  month,  100  were  premature, 
weakly  and  deformed  infants,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia 
were  responsible  for  41  deaths,  diarrhoea!  disorders  25. 
measles  15,  tubercular  disorder's  6.  'convulsions  6,  and 
whooping  cough  and  syphilis  2  each. 

Detailed  investigations  were  made  by  the  Health 
Yisi torsi  into  168  of  these  deaths,  and  they  report  that  in  no 
fewer  than  89  cases  the  infants  were  weakly  at  birth,  35 
being  prematurely  born  (two  under  7  months) ;  mothers' 
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were  weakly  in  11  cases;  in  8  cases  mothers  were  working 
to  and  subsequent  to  confinement,  and  9  were  twin  chil¬ 
dren.  Fourteen  of  the  children  died  before  food  was  taken, 

I  til  were  breast  fed,  11  were  bottle  fed,  1  spoon  fed,  and  in 

II  cases  breast  and  bottle  or  other  mixed  methods  of  feed¬ 
ing  were  resorted  to.  The  bottles  used  were  chiefly  those 
of  a  boat  shaped  variety,  or  a  medicine  bottle  and  teat  was 
employed.  In  20  cases  homes  were  dirty,  6  of  these  being 
houses  where  the  death  of  the  child  was  ascribed  to 
diarrhoeal  disorders.  In  connection  with  the  24  diarrhoea! 
deaths  investigated,  it  was  stated  that  22  of  the  children 
were  exclusively  breast  fed  at  birth,  and  19  up  to  the  time  of 
death. 

Seven  of  the  deaths  which  occurred  were  those  of 
illegitimate  children,  the  illegitimate  infantile  death-rate 
being  roughly  about  123  per  1,000,  approximating  closely, 
therefore,  to  the  mortality  rate  for  legitimate  children, 
which  it  needs  hardly  be  remarked  is  a  somewhat  unusual 
circumstance. 

Ninety  deaths  were  those  of  children  between  1  and  2 
years,  and  of  these  58  were  investigated.  In  15  cases  it  was 
stated  that  the  children  were'  not  healthy  at  the  time 
of  birth.  Forty-three  were  apparently  healthy,  but 
seven,  had  a  bad  record,  illness  manifesting  itself 
after  birth.  and  continuing  till  death.  With 

a  single  exception,  all  were  breast  fed  at  birth,  22  were  not 
weaned  until  between  the  ages  of  12  and  22  months,  the 
majority  being  15  and  18  months.  Thirty -six  of  the  babies 
were  apparently  healthy  when  12  months  old,  but  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  deficiency  of  nutrition,  probably  due'  to  late 
weaning*,  and  insufficiency  of  other  food  manifested  itself. 

Seventy  children  between  the  ages  of  2  and  5  years 
also  died.  Measles  (26)  and  pneumonia  (14)  being  respon¬ 
sible'  for  the  majority  of  these  deaths. 

Enquiries  were  made  into  the  causes  of  15  of  these 
deaths. 

The  aggregate  number  of  deaths  between  1  and  5  years 
was  therefore  150,  as  compared  with  104  in  1916,  but  con¬ 
sidering  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  this  last-named  year 
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was  exceptionally  low;  that  of  the  150  deaths  in  1917,  54 
were  due  to  Measles,  none  occurring  from  this  cause  in  1916, 
and  the  average  annual  number  of  deaths  in  this  age  period 
during  the  five  years  preceding  1916  was  196,  this  increase 
occasions  no  ground  for  suggesting  that  conditions  of  living 
at  this  age  period  have  undergone  a  change  for  the  worse. 

INQUESTS,  Etc. 

The  Borough  Coroner  held  64  inquests  during  the  year, 
39  relating  to  residents  in  the'  Borough,  and  25  to*  residents 
in  other  districts.  The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  was  25. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  cases  of  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  984  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  various  diseases  notified  were  : — 'Measles.  1,987 
(including  12  cases  of  German  Measles) ;  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  119;  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  28; 
Scarlet  Fever,  61;  Diphtheria,  26;  Erysipelas,  22; 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  4;  Puerperal  Fever,  3;  Enteric 
Fever,  1. 

It  will  bie  seen  that  the  apparently  enormous  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  is  again  due  to  the 
inclusion  of  Measles,  and  that  if  the  diseases  specified  in 
the  original  Notification  Act  of  1889  alone  be  considered, 
the  number  (113)  is  again  remarkably  low,  constituting, 
indeed,  a  record  in  this  respect. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  number  of  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  was  very  low,  the  figure  for  1917 
(61)  being  the  lowest  since  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
Act  of  1889. 

Forty-four  of  these  oases  were  removed  to  the  hospital, 
one  death  from  this  cause  occurring  in  the  institution. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty- six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  4 
deaths  occurred  from  this  disease.  Twelve  swabs  were  sent 
to  the  University  for  Bacteriological  Examination,  but  two 
only  had  reference  to  notified  cases. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

A  single  case  only  of  this  disease  was  notified  during 
the  year.  The  case  was  not  a  typical  one.  and  the  patient, 
who  was,  removed  to  the  Borough  Hospital,  subsequently 
recovered. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified.  In  two  of 
the  cases  the  Midwivesi  acted  as  nurses  only,  a  medical  man 
having  been  previously  engaged.  In  the  third  case  the 
disease  developed  several  days  after  the  Midwife  had  ceased 
attending.  In  all  cases  the  Midwife  was  suspended  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  her  clothing  disinfected.  The 
patient  recovered  in  each  instance. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM . 

Four  cases  of  this!  disease  were  notified.  A  satisfactory 
recovery  occurred  in  each  instance',  but  two>  of  the  cases!  were 
very  severe.  The  District  Nurses  from  the  Akrill  Nurses’ 
Home,  with  a  single  exception,  looked  after  the  patients. 

MEASLES. 

The  whole  of  the  resources  of  the  Department  were  more 
than  taxed  in  dealing  with  the  ep identic  which  raged 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  In  all,  1,975  cases 
of  Measles  proper,  and  12  cases  of  German  Measles  were 
notified,  and  it  is.  probable  that  a  certain  number  of  cases 
escaped  notification. 

The  history  of  the  epidemic  clearly  points  to  schools  as 
being  the  primary  foci  from  which  infection  was  spread. 

A  few  cases  were  reported  from  different  parts  of  the 
Borough  in  January,  but  the  disease  did  not  assume  an 
epidemic  form  until  the  beginning  of  February,  when  a 
large  number  of  cases  were  simultaneously  notified  in  the 
area  contiguous  to  Black  Lake  Schools,  all  the  cases  being 
those  of  children  of  school  age.  A  second  outbreak  occurred 
among  the  children  attending  Christ  Church  School,  after 
which  the  disease  spread  practically  to  all  parts  of  the 
Borough,  the  only  districts  which  escaped  at  all  lightly 
being  the  Great.  Bridge  and  Golds  Hill  neighbourhoods, 
but  these.,  it  will  be  recollected,  were  most  severely  affected 
in  the  epidemic  of  1915. 
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The  epidemic  reached  its  maximum  intensity  during 
the  ten  weeks  commencing  April  23rd,  and  ending  dune 
30th,  no  fewer  than  1,415  oasesi  being  reported  during  that 
period,  or  an  average  of  over  140'  per  week,  a;s  many  as  181 
being  notified  during  the  week  ending  May  20th. 

From  June  30th  onward  the  epidemic  gradually  abated, 
the  final  outbreak  occurring  at  Wigmore  Schools.  64  cases 
being  notified  from  that  institution. 

The  cases  of  Measles  and  German  Measles  reported 
during  the  four  quarters  were  202,  1,586,  192,  and  7 
respectively. 

Of  the  1,987  notifications,  1,147  were  given  by  medical 
practitioners,  and  840  by  parents. 

The  number  of  houses  in  which  cases  occurred  was 
1,487. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  was  most  marked  in  the 
age  periods  2  to  5,  and  5  to  15,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  table. 


TABLE  SHOWING  AGES  OF  PERSONS  ATTACKED. 


f 

0-1 

1—2 

2-5 

5—15 

15  and 
upwards 

Measles  ... 

126 

250 

819 

774 

6 

German  Measles  . . . 

1 

6 

5 

Total 

126 

250 

820 

780 

11 

No  material  difference  in  the  susceptibility  of  the 
sexes  to  attack  was  manifested,  950  of  the  patients  being 
males  and  1,037  females. 


As  already  suggested  the  task  of  reporting  on  the  large 
number  of  notifications  received  wa:s  an  extremely  onerous 
one,  and  was  shared  by  the  District  Inspectors  and  Health 
Visitors,  the  latter  devoting  their  attention  to  those  districts 
where  advice  as  to  precautionary  measures  was  most,  ad¬ 
visable.  In  addition  to  visiting  the  actual  houses,  from 
which  notifications  were  received,  the  Health  Visitors  paid 
frequent  visits  to  the  schools,  and  obtained  particulars  of 
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absentees  reported  toi  be  suffering  from  Measles,  and  in  thiis 
manner  many  additional  notifications  were  secured.  In 
view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  outbreak,  it  was  ini  possible  to 
do  anything  in  the  nature  of  hospital  treatment,  but  parents 
were  instructed  by  means  of  personal  advice  and  the  distri¬ 
bution  oif  handbills  as  to  the  importance  of  keeping  children 
warm,  and  their  rooms  well  ventilated. 

Having'  regard  to  the  circumstance  that  the  disease  is 
practically  at  its  most,  infectious  stage  before  it  can  be 
diagnosed,  very  little  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  spread  of  the  disease,  but  the  head- teachers 
generally  cordially  co-operated  with  this  department  during 
the  height  of  the  epidemic  by  excluding*  all  suspicious 
cases.  Circular  letters  were  likewise  addressed  to  Superin¬ 
tendents  of  Sunday  Schools  urging  the  desirability  of  their 
not  allowing  children  suffering  from  apparent  colds,  to 
attend  school. 

All  things  taken  into;  consideration,  viz.,  the  wide¬ 
spread  prevalence  of  the  disease,  overcrowding,  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  housing  accommodation,  and  increased  industrial 
employment,  of  mothers,  the  number  of  deaths,  78,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  excessive;  indeed,  it,  compares  favourably 
with  the  numbers  for  the  1913  and  1915  epidemics,  which 
were  164  and  124  respectively.  The  case  mortality  was  3.9 
per  cent. 

• 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  age  groups  : 

0  to  1,  15  deaths  ;  1  to  2,  28  deaths ;  2  to  5.  26  deaths  ;  5  to 
15,  9  deaths ;  the  respective  ease  mortalities  being  12  per 
cent.,  11.3  per  cent.,  3.2  per  cent.,  and  1.2  per  cent, 
respectively. 

Of  these  deaths  42  were  males  and  36  females,  or  case 
mortalities  of  4.4  and  3.5  per  cent,  respectively. 

As -has  been  pointed  out,  on  other  occasions,  Measles 
qua  Measles  was  rarely  the  sole  cause  of  death.  In  four 
cases  only,  and  one  of  these  an  uncertified  case,  was  Measles 
assigned  as  the  sole  cause  of  death,  respiratory  and  other 
complications,  of  which  pneumonia:  (63  cases)  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  contributor,  being  connected  therewith. 
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To  say  the  least,  it  is  a  very  disquieting  circumstance 
that  Measles  should  have  recurred  in  such  a  virulently 
epidemic  form  as  it  has  done;  in  1913.  1915,  and  1917. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  shows  a 
falling  oh  as  compared  with  the  previous  years.  119  cases  of 
Pulmonary  and  28  of  other  forms  having  been  notified. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  J. 
A.  M.  Clark)  the  Dispensary  has  been  under  the  charge  of 
Dr.  Maule  Smith,  whose  report  is  appended  hereto. 

•  OTHER  DISEASES. 

A  notification  of  a  case  of  Small  P ox  was  received  in 
May  last.  At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner,  notify¬ 
ing,  your  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited  the  pre¬ 
mises,  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  some  doubt  in  the  matter, 
it  was  ultimately  arranged  that  a  Birmingham  Skin 
Specialist  should  be  called  in.  As  a  result  of  the  consul¬ 
tation  it  was.  agreed  that  the  case  was  n,ot  one  of  Small-pox. 

In  October  last  the  death  of  a  child  8  days  old  was 
registered  from  “  Exfoliative  Dermatitis.”  The  Midwife 
in  attendance  had  previously  advised  that  a  medical  man 
should  be  called  in  as  seen  as  she  detected  the  trouble,  and 
sent  in  the  necessary  record  to  the  office. 

Three  weeks  later  the  Midwife  in  attendance  reported 
that  she  had  two  other  cases  of  children  who  had  developed 
symptoms  akin  to  those  from  which  the  child  above-men¬ 
tioned  had  died.  In  both  these  cases  a  medical  man  was 
called  in,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that,  both  babies  were  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Pemphigus.  One  of  these  children  died,  but  the 
other  recovered.  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  Dr. 
Arthur  Loxtom  was  asked  to  consult  with  the  medical  man 
in  attendance,  and  he  reported  that  a  result  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  made  of  matter  taken  from  the  last 
baby  affected,  that  although  Staph  lyococcus  and  Sacinoe 
were  present,  there'  were  no  signs  of  Streptococci,  but  that 
the  case  was  undoubtedly  one  of  Pemphigus.  The  Midwife 
was  suspended  for  three  weeks,  her  cloak,  bonnet,  bag,  and 
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appliances  destroyed,  whilst  a  dog  in  her  residence  was 
examined  by  your  Veterinary  Surgeon.  There  were  no 
subsequent  cases. 

THE  BOROUGH  HOSPITAL. 

Small-pox  Hospital. — This  hospital  is  still  kept  in 
readiness  should  an  outbreak  of  this  disease  occur. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Forty-five  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever,  were  admitted  into 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cemetery  Lane.  One  of  the  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  was  from  Perry  Barr,  and  44  from  West 
Bromwich,  the  case  of  Enteric  Fever  also  being  from  West 
Bromwich.  One  of  the  West  Bromwich  cases  died. 

The  Matron  and  her  Staff  again  undertook  the  digging 
and  planting  off'  the'  vegetable  garden  without  any  outside 
assistance,  some  excellent  results  being  achieved. 

MID  WIVES. 

The  Senior  Health  Visitor  (Mrs.  Lyon),  who  acts  as 
Inspector  of  Midwives,  reports  continued  improvements  in 
this  branch  of  the  work. 

There  are  35  practising  Midwives  in  the  Borough,  of 
whom  16  are  trained  and  19  untrained. 

Forty-eight  routine'  visits  and  32  special  visits  were 

The  majority  of  the  midwives  are  very  clean  in  their 
persons  and  houses  and  keep  their  bags  clean. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  records  of  obtaining  medical 
aid,  three  relating  to  ante-natal  cases,  compared  with  170 
in  1916,  and  52  in  1915,  were  sent  in. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHlS  AND  WORK  OF 

HEALTH  VISITORS, 

The  staff  of  women  engaged  in  carrying  out  the  work 
under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  has  undergone  some 
changes,  Mrs.  K.  D.  Patterson,  formerly  of  the  Wednesbury 
Infant  Welfare  Centre,  was  appointed  to  succeed  Miss  0. 
Clark,  and  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Crocker  in  July  was  filled  by  Miss  S.  A.  Smith, 
whoihad  been  connected  with  the  Akrill  Nurses  Home  for  so 


many  years. 
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These  changes,  coupled  with  the  time  that  had  to  be 
devoted  to  the  investigation  of  the  large  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  notified,  naturally  tended  to  reduce  the  number  of 
formal  revisits  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  but, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following*  table,  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  was  actually  accomplished. 


First  Visits  to  Infants 
Be- visits  to  Infants 

Visits  to  children  between  1  and  5  ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  Measles 

V  isits  in  connection  with  Scabies 

Visits  in  connection  with  Puerperal  Fever 
Visits  in  connection  with  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

V  isits  to  Schools  in  connection  with  Measles  . . . 
House-to-house  Visitations 

Miscellaneous  Visits 


1335 

1294 

1486 

1140 

TO 

6 

12 

74 

133 

339, 


Total 


...  5889 


As  has  already  been  stated,  1,708  live  births  were  regis¬ 
tered.  the  number  of  Notifications  of  live  births  received 
being  1,701,  so  that  a  trifling  number  of  births  only  failed 
to  be  notified.  The  total  number  of  notifications 
actually  received  was  1,766,  but  65  of  these  were  still  births. 
One  thousand  six  hundred  and  six  of  these  Notifications 
were  given  by  Midwives,  and  160  by  doctors  or  parents. 

Of  the  1,766  births  notified,  it  appears  that  1,335.  or 
75.8  per  cent,  were  investigated,  as  compared  with  86.5  per 
cent,  in  the  preceding  year. 

Of  these  1,335  births,  58  were  still-born,  leaving  1,227 
live  births.  Of  these  l.r215.  or  95  per  cent.,  were  exclu¬ 
sively  breast  fed,  75  were  bottle  fed,  38  were  breast  and 
bottle  fed,  and  7  died  before  being  fed.  Biscuits,  or  “sop," 
were  given  in  10  instances  shortly  after  birth. 

In  25  instances  mothers,  and  in  24  instances  fathers, 
were  unhealthy,  and  in  125  cases  the  infants  themselves  were 
unhealthy,  43  being  born  prematurely.  In  two  cases  the 
fathers  died  before  the  birth  of  the  infant,  one  being  killed 
in  action. 
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Fifty-eight  of  the  children  were  illegitimate,  and  in  30 
cases  the  mother  was  a  factory  worker.  In  86  cases  the  homes 
were  dirty,  and  in  30  instances  home  conditions  were  fair 

only. 

INFANT  WELFARE  AND  MATERNITY  CENTRES. 

The  two  Municipal  Centres  at  Spon  Lane  and  Farley 
Park  have  been  open  throughout  the  year,  and  have  been 
exceedingly  well  patronised. 

Spon  Lane  Cf.ntee. 

At  this  Centre,  which  is  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Patter¬ 
son,  Dr.  P.  Mason  has  acted  as  medical  consultant,  and  so. 
great  was  the  increase  of  mothers  with  infants  that  the 
existing  accommodation  was  overtaxed,  and  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  decided  to  acquire  Boulton  and  Spun  Houses,  Boulton 
Road,  and  these  premises  are  being  adapted  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Centre. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-two  mothers  with  newly-born 
babies  attended  the  Centre  during  the  year,  and  3,971  old 
cases  were  dealt  with;  570  cases  were  seen  by  the.  doctor. 

The  average  weekly  attendance  of  expectant  mothers 
was  21,  and  of  m, others  with  children  84.  The  substantial 
sum  of  £212  Is.  l-|d.  was  received  with  respect  to  sales  of 
Dried  Milk,  Virol,  etc.,  and  £37  6s.  4d.  deposited  in  the 
thrift  and  clothing  club.  The  Centre  was  open  three  after¬ 
noons  in  each  week. 

Faeley  Paek  Centee. 

At  this  Centre,  which,  was  under  the  charge  of 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Lyon,  and  at  which  Dr.  Horace  Price 
has  acted  as  medical  consultant,  the  attendances 
have  also  manifested  a  satisfactory  increase.  There 
have  been  192  new  cases  and  1,510  old  cases;  1,081 
cases  have  been  seen  by  the  doctor.  The  total  number  of 
attendances  at  Sewing  and  Knitting  (Masses  was  173,  the 
average  attendance  per  week  of  expectant  mothers  4,  and  of 
mothers  with  babies  37  ;  the  sum  received  with  respect  to 
the  sales  of  dried  milk,  etc.,  being  £87  4s.  3d. 

Hill  Top  Centre. 

The  West  Bromwich  Infant  Welfare  Society  having 
decided  to  open  a  Centre  for  Hill  Top  Ward  in  November 
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last,  it  was  arranged  that  Miss  S.  A.  Smith  should  take 
charge,  and  the  Mayor  (Dr.  T.  iSlansome)  undertook  the 
duties  of  medical  consultant.  For  the  six  weeks  ending 
December  30th  1917,  Miss  Smith  reports  that  they  had  on 
the  register  50  babies,  15  being  transferred  from  other 
Centres.  One  hundred  and  seven  consultations  had  taken 
place,  the  number  of  cases  seen  by  the  doctor  being  37. 
Twenty-nine  mothers  attended  the  Knitting  and  Sewing 
Classes,  and  the  sales  of  dried  milk,  etc.,  amounted  to  £14 
13s.  8d. 

The  Health  Yisi  torsi  took  an  active  part  in  the  National 
Baby  Week  gatherings  held  in  the  Borough.  The  interest 
m  this  event  was  considerably  stimulated  by  the  generous 
offer  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Smallman  to  present  a  War  Savings 
Certificate,  value  £1,  to  each  child  born  during  the  first 
week  in  July,  and  certificates  were  presented  to  the  chil¬ 
dren.  Mr.  Smallman  subsequently  undertook  to  present  a 
further  certificate  to  the  recipients  who  were  living  at  the 
expiration  of  twelve  months. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  Reports  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  of  the 
Food  aind  Drugs  Inspector,  and  Borough  Analyst,  which  are 
appended  hereto,  give  particulars  as  to  the  action  taken 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and 
the  local  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  general  sanitation 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  food  supply  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 
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Tuberculosis  Officer’s  Report. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

2,  Lodge  Road, 

West  Bromwich, 

18  th  June ,  1918. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tuberculosis  Sub-Committee  for 
the  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  absence  of  your  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  James  A.  M. 
Clark,  I  herewith  beg  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  anti¬ 
tuberculosis  work  carried  on  during  the  year  1917. 

Dr.  Clark  left  to  take  up  military  duties  on  the  1st  May, 

since  which  date  I  have  endeavoured  to  carry  on  the  routine  work 

on  the  lines  laid  down  by  him,  and  have  received  loyal  assistance 

from  the  staff,  without  which  I  should  have  been  unable  to  cope 

with  the  large  amount  of  work  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary. 

I  have  been  unable  to  attend  more  than  three  times  a  week,  viz., 

Monday  and  Saturday  mornings  and  Wedne|day  evenings,  but 

* 

the  Dispensary  is  open  on  two  other  days  so  that  patients  can 
have  their  medicine  renewed. 

During  the  year  10  additional  beds  have  been  taken  at  the 
Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Sanatorium  at  Holly  Lane.  Five  of  these 
are  for  the  reception  of  male  cases  and  five  for  female.  A  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  beds  is  kept  for  uninsured  patients.  The  scheme  has 
helped  to  supply  a  much-felt  want,  as  the  beds  which  you  have 
elsewhere  are  usually  occupied  by  soldiers,  who  have  been  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Army  on  account  of  consumption. 

During  the  year  175  cases  applied  for  treatment,  of  these  77 
were  men,  28  women  and  70  children ;  62  cases  were  found  to  be 
non- tuberculous  and  113  were  taken  on  for  treatment.  There 
were  23  “  contact”  cases  examined,  11  of  whom  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  the  disease  and  9  (7  children)  were  kept  under 
observation. 
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The  number  of  re-attendances  by  patients  already  under 
treatment  was  6,225;  of  these  1,816  were  men,  1,392  women  and 
3,017  children.  Considering  the  abnormal  times  and  the  desire 
of  everyone  to  be  employed  to  the  utmost  of  their  capacity,  this 
attendance  is  very  satisfactory,  and  shows  that  those  suffering 
from  the  disease  are  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  the  means  pro¬ 
vided  for  their  relief.  Re-examination  of  183  such  patients 
generally  showed  an  abatement  or  an  arrest  of  the  illness,  except 
in  those  cases  in  whom  the  disease  was  advanced  prior  to  their 
coming  under  treatment. 

During  the  year  22  men  and  4  women  received  Sanatorium 
treatment  under  the  National  Health  Insurance.  Four  men,  3 
women  and  3  children  not  so  insured  were  sent  by  the  Council  to 
the  Sanatorium,  and  1 1  children  during  the  summer  were  sent  to 
Holiday  homes.  The  expenses  for  the  last  named  were  chiefly 
defrayed  by  voluntary  contributions  to  the  Cinderella  Club.  The 
scheme  is  an  excellent  one  and  is  of  the  utmost  benefit  to  the 
children  in  the  early  or  pre-tuberculous  stages  of  the  disease. 

Only  7  men  and  2  children  stopped  attending  of  their  own 
accord,  whilst  18  men,  27  women  and  69  children  =  (total  114) 
ceased  regular  attendance  on  advice. 


The  following  table  shows  in  five  yearly  periods  the  ages  of 

those  coming  under  treatment : — 

si 


0-5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—30 

30—40 

40  and 
upwards 

Total 

Males  ... 

7 

5 

8 

4 

14 

11 

9 

58 

Females 

8 

14 

9 

7 

12 

3 

2 

55 

Of  the  58  males  and  55  females  the  situation  of  the  disease  was 
found  to  be  practically  ecpial  in  both  sexes  ;  in  52  of  the  former 
and  49  of  the  latter  the  lungs  or  lymphatic  glands  or  both  were 
affected.  In  6  cases  of  either  sex  the  disease  was  situated  else 
where. 

The  only  noticeable  features  regarding  the  occupation  of  the 
patients  were  that  10  soldiers,  6  housewives,  3  shop  assistants  and 
4  labourers  were  affected.  Of  the  31  other  occupations  only  one 
or  two  were  affected  in  each  trade. 
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The  number  of  old  cases  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  : — 

Insured,  60  ;  uninsured,  104  (81  children). 

Those  discharged  were  : — 

Insured,  31  ;  uninsured,  83  (69  children). 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  deaths  which 
have  occurred  during  the  year  :  — 

20  Men  9  W omen  6  Children  =  35. 

Ages  19—58  18—45  6—15 

Of  the  above  number  23  were  insured  patients. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  homes  of  the  patients  have 
been  regularly  visited  by  Sister  Collins,  and  the  number  of  visits 
is  as  follows  : — 

145  first  visits  and  1,605  re-visits. 

The  appended  table  shows  clearly  the  conditions  found  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visits,  and  the  analysis  shows  the  great  necessity 
for  improved  housing  and  sanitary  arrangements.  It  also  shows 
that  there  is  frequent  overcrowding  and  undesirable  sleeping 
arrangements  :  infected  patients  share  not  only  the  same  room 
with  others  but  frequently  the  same  bed. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MAULE  SMITH,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.E., 

Acting  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


20 


HOME  CONDITIONS  RE  145  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

VISITED  DURING  1917. 

TABLE  IV. 

CLEANLINESS  AND  GENERAL  ASPECT  OF  HOUSES. 


Dirty 

Fairly 

Clean 

Clean 

Good 

Light 

Moderate 

Light 

Damp 

16 

36 

93 

101 

44 

46 

Close 

Through 

Ventilation 

Back  to  Back 
and  Single 

Windows 
open  day  only 

Windows 
open  day  and 
night 

Defective 

Windows 

27 

116 

29 

50 

84 

11 

TABLE  V. 

SLEEPING  ARRANGEMENTS. 


Separate 

Bedroom 

Separate  bed,  but 
others  in  room 

Others  in  bed 

Overcrowding 

No.  in  Room 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1  - 

2 

3 

4 

41 

1 

6 

9 

5 

59 

20 

4 

. . . 

17 

TABLE  VI. 

SIZE  OF  HOUSES  VISITED. 


Number  of  Rooms  in  the  House. 


l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Over  6 

. . . 

6 

28 

51 

28 

22 

10 

21 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1917. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

INTRODUCTION. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Nineteenth  Annual  Report 
as  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  impending  resignation  of  District  Inspector  Cotterell  to 
which  I  alluded  in  my  last  report  took  place  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  year,  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Handforth,  of  Rothwell,  was 
appointed  in  his  stead.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  selection  was 
in  every  way  satisfactory,  and  that  both  Mr.  Handforth  and 
Mr.  Lyon  have  rendered  me  very  valuable  assistance  in  carrying 
out  the  work  of  the  department.  In  return  for  the  monetary 
allowance  made  him,  Mr.  Cotterell  has  carried  out  certain  nominal 
duties  in  connection  with  inspection  of  ashpits  after  emptying. 

The  girl  typist  engaged  in  the  office  resigned  her  position  in 
September  and  her  place  has  not  been  filled. 

The  increasing  shortage  of  materials  and  labour  has  naturally 
proved  a  serious  handicap,  as  far  as  the  securing  of  substantial 
sanitary  improvements  was  concerned,  and  great  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  securing  the  abatement  of  serious  nuisances, 
so  that  although  the  record  of  results  achieved  falls  short  of  those 
in  pre-war  days,  in  reality  far  more  energy  has  had  to  be  expended, 
and  I  have  frequently  had  to  personally  interview  builders  and 
others  to  induce  them  to  aid  owners  who  were  desirous  of  compty- 
ing  with  our  requests. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  all  classes  made  was  25,680. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION 

Owing  to  the  demands  made  upon  the  time  of  the  Inspectorial 
Staff  by  the  outbreak  of  measles,  it  was  not  possible  to  undertake 
house-to-house  inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
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Act  Regulations  until  after  the  summer  holidays.  In  the  north¬ 
eastern  district  inspections  were  made  in  the  Golds  Hill  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  in  the  south-western  district  inspections  of  the  newer 
houses  built  on  the  Lodge  Estate  and  Oak  House  Estate.  In  all 
1,059  houses  in  31  streets  were  inspected  in  detail,  representing  a 
population  of  4,730  persons.  The  fact  that  many  of  the  houses 
so  inspected  were  modern  in  character  accounted  for  the  lessened 
number  of  nuisances  detected. 

The  various  particulars  as  to  nature  of  accommodation 
provided  and  sanitary  circumstances  required  by  the  regulations 
were  duly  recorded. 

¥ 

MISCELLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS. 

Fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy  eight  inspec¬ 
tions  have  been  made  of  common  yards  or  courts  and  of  premises 
in  consequence  of  complaints  received.  The  standard  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  in  the  common  yard  and  houses  abutting  thereon  has  under¬ 
gone  no  improvement,  and  during  the  periods  when  food  queues 
were  prevalent  deterioration  in  this  respect  was  most  marked. 
Lack  of  parental  control,  occasioned  in  part  no  doubt  by  the 
absence  of  fathers  at  the  front  and  industrial  employment  of 
married  women,  is  again  responsible  to  an  extent  for  damage  to 
sanitary  fittings  and  stoppage  of  water  closets  and  drains  by 
mischievous  juveniles,  and  constant  supervision  has  been  required. 

NOTICES  SERVED  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  preliminary  or 
intimation  notices  have  been  served  relating  to  5,807  houses,  these 
figures  being  greatly  in  excess  of  any  previously  recorded.  Five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  re-inspections  of  properties 
during  the  progress  of  work  or  after  completion,  or  to  ascertain  if 
notices  had  been  complied  with,  were  made,  in  addition  to  which 
there  were  the  customary  large  number  of  interviews  with  owners, 
agents  or  builders  at  the  office. 

Three  hundred  and  five  Statutory  Notices  were  served  by 
order  of  the  Council,  303  of  which  were  issued  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  and  2  under  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Acts. 

No  proceedings  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  were  instituted 
during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EEFECTED. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  4,526,  the  number 
of  improvements  effected  in  connection  therewith  being  4,531. 

Filthy  and  Dilapidated  Houses  and  Outbuildings. 

Four  hundred  and  seventy  houses  have  been  cleansed,  white¬ 
washed  and  re-papered,  and  repairs  to  the  plastering,  woodwork 
and  brickwork  of  the  interiors  of  462  houses  have  taken  place, 
whilst  additional  means  of  ventilation  have  been  provided  in  78 
cases. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-six  roofs  have  been  made  water¬ 
tight,  defective  spouting  has  been  repaired  in  303  cases,  and  in  68 
instances  defective  external  brickwork  has  been  repaired  or  covered 
with  an  impervious  coating. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-two  filthy  and  dilapidated  out¬ 
buildings  have  been  cleansed  and  repaired,  whilst  91  leaking  brick 
sinks  have  been  repaired  or  replaced  with  suitable  earthenware 
sinks. 

Yard  Drainage. 

Four  premises  have  been  properly  drained,  stoneware  pipe 
drains  replacing  the  old  surface  gutters,  and  in  connection  there¬ 
with  inspection  chambers  have  been  fixed  and  gullies  provided. 

Disused  and  Dangerous  Wells  and  Rain  Water  Cisterns. 

Twenty-nine  dangerous  and  disused  wells  or  rain  water 
cisterns  have  been  filled  in  or  suitable  coverings  provided. 

Privies ,  Water-closets  and  Ashpits. 

The  number  of  conversions  of  privies  into  water-closets  is 
again  low,  16  privies  serving  23  houses  only  having  been  con¬ 
verted.  But  for  the  abnormal  conditions  resulting  from  the  war, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  whole  of  the  remaining  privies  in 
connection  with  houses  adjacent  to  sewered  roads  would  have  been 
dealt  with,  and  far  greater  progress,  too,  would  have  been  made 
as  regards  the  abolition  of  the  insanitary  fixed  ashpit.  As  it  was 
T1  of  these  last-named  structures  were  replaced  by  portable 
ashbins. 
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occupiers’  notices. 

Of  the  2,559  notices  served,  507  were  addressed  to  occupiers 
and  had  reference  to  overcrowding,  the  filthy  state  of  sanitary 
conveniences  used  in  common,  the  improper  keeping  of  animals, 
etc. 

The  problem  of  overcrowding  has  assumed  a  very  acute  form 
in  the  Borough,  and  marked  relaxations  in  our  customary  standards 
have  had  to  be  made.  In  24  cases  only  were  notices  served  and 
these  in  particularly  flagrant  cases.  Were  other  houses  available 
this  figure  would  have  been  very  much  larger. 


WORK  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  AND  TOWN 
PLANNING  ETC.,  ACT,  1909. 

The  shortage  of  houses  has  naturally  precluded  anything  in 
the  shape  of  drastic  action  under  the  above  Act  which  might  bring 
about  closure  of  existing  inhabited  houses  and  consequently  no 
representations  were  made.  Detailed  replies  were  given  to  the 
Housing  Enquiry  instituted  by  the  Government,  and  the  Council 
decided  to  relegate  the  question  of  the  preparation  of  Housing 
Schemes  to  a  special  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee, 
which  was  appointed  in  November  last. 


INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  Meat  inspector  (Mr.  W.  E.  Lyon)  reports  that  he  has 
paid  1,695  visits  to  slaughter-houses  and  1,298  to  butchers’  shops. 
He  has  inspected  1,685  live  animals,  1,603  sides  and  1,408  quarters 
of  beef,  and  the  carcases  of  2,509  sheep,  lambs,  calves  or  pigs. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  when  a  deficiency  became  apparent 
the  volume  of  the  meat  supply  was  satisfactory,  and  the  quality 
usually  good  in  character.  No  cases  of  generalised  tuberculosis 
were  brought  under  our  notice,  but  in  13  cases  cows  were  found  to 
be  affected  with  localised  tuberculosis.  The  carcase  of  one  sheep 
was  dropsical,  and  that  of  one  pig  badly  bruised.  In  every 
instance  the  parts  affected  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

The  total  quantity  of  meat  destroyed  was  9  cwt.  40  lbs. 

Fish,  poultry  and  fruit  shops  have  been  regularly  visited. 
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One  new  slaughter-house  license  was  granted  for  the  period 
of  the  war,  the  number  of  slaughter-houses  now  being  35,  of  which 
12  are  subject  to  an  annual  license. 

INSPECTION  OF  WORKSHOPS  AND 
WORKSHOP  BAKEHOUSES. 

Including  workshop  bakehouses,  there  are  now  180  work¬ 
shops  on  our  register. 

Periodical  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  establishments  from 
time  to  time,  and  several  minor  infringements  noted  dealt  with. 

The  usual  circular  letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  of  bakehouses 
requesting  that  the  limewashing  should  be  carried  out  twice  yearly 
and  in  most  instances  same  were  complied  with  at  once. 

The  Home  Office  Inspectors  have  reported  8  cases  in  factories 
of  sanitary  defects  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
particulars  of  which  were  as  follows  : — Factories  with  unsuitable 
or  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  for  females,  5  cases ;  women’s 
sanitary  conveniences  without  proper  doors  and  fastenings,  3  cases. 
The  various  defects  had,  in  most  instances,  been  dealt  with  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  but  in  one  case  where  considerable  alterations  would 
have  been  involved,  the  matter,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Chief 
Woman  Inspector  of  Factories,  was  allowed  to  stand  over  until  the 
termination  of  the  war. 

INSPECTION  OF  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND 

MILKSHOPS. 

Seven  applications  for  the  registration  of  milkshops  have 
been  made  during  the  year,  and  there  are  now  on  the  register 
18  cowsheds  and  131  dairies  and  milkshops. 

Considerable  anxiety  has  been  occasioned  throughout  the  year 
as  regards  the  maintenance  of  the  supply  of  milk.  One  or  two 
local  farmers  had  discontinued  cow  keeping,  and  in  consequence 
of  a  conviction  for  selling  milk  at  excess  price  one  of  our  largest 
dairy  farmers  dispersed  his  herd  of  milch  cows.  A  further  tem¬ 
porary  shortage  occurred  in  October,  but  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  matters  had  resumed  their  normal  course. 

The  conditions  under  which  milk  is  sold  in  some  of  the  smaller 
shops  are  as  unsatisfactory  as  ever,  and  drastic  alterations  are 
undoubtedly  required  in  the  regulations  relating  to  registration. 
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I  have  made  536  inspections  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  during 
the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  LODGING  HOUSES  AND 
HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  three  registered  common  lodging  houses  and  seven 
houses  let  in  lodgings  on  the  register,  the  total  number  of  inspec¬ 
tions  being  103. 

INSPECTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS. 

I  have  inspected  66  canal  boats,  representing  a  total  popula¬ 
tion  of  48  men,  40  women  and  124  children.  * 

The  condition  of  the  boats  generally  was  very  fair  and  it  was 
not  necessary  to  serve  any  formal  notices  for  breaches  of  the  Acts 
or  regulations. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

Nine  hundred  and  twelve  cases  of  infectious  disease  have 
been  investigated  by  the  District  Inspectors  or  myself,  in  addition 
to  which  visits  were  also  paid  to  houses  where  soldiers  or  sailors 
on  leave  had  been  reported  as  having  been  in  contact  with  cases 
of  infectious  disease.  The  foregoing  figure  is  exclusive  of  visits 
paid  by  the  Women  Health  Visitors  and  Tuberculosis  Nurse. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  houses  have  been  disinfected, 
including  67  premises  where  tuberculosis  had  occurred. 

WORK  UNDER  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT. 

I  have  investigated  8  cases  of  alleged  mental  deficiency.  In 
one  case  a  girl,  R.  N.,  who  had  been  charged  with  theft  at  Bir¬ 
mingham,  was,  on  medical  examination,  found  to  be  a  mental 
defective,  and  an  order  was  made  for  her  removal  to  Hallam 
House,  Hallam  Street,  whither  she  was  conveyed  by  me. 

In  the  second  case,  E.  C.,  a  magistrate’s  order  was  obtained 
for  removal  to  Whittington  Hall,  Derbyshire,  and  the  patient  was 
taken  thither,  a  second  visit  being  subsequently  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

In  the  third  case  a  youth,  W.G.,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
Hallam  House. 
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In  a  fourth  case  a  boy,  W.  P.,  was  removed  from  an  Industrial 
home  at  Birmingham  to  Hallam  House. 

The  fifth  case  was  dealt  with  by  the  Poor  Law  Authorities, 
and  in  the  remaining  three  cases  no  action  was  taken. 


WORK  UNDER  THE  INSECT  AND  OTHER 

PESTS  ACTS. 

Six  cases  of  wart  disease  in  potatoes  were  reported  to  me, 
and  after  investigation  the  necessary  notices  were  served  on  the 
occupiers  and  particulars  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHTSOIL  AND  DRY  REFUSE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  308  privies  and  12,906 
water-closets  in  connection  with  dwelling-houses,  lock-up  shops  and 
public  buildings 

The  work  of  removal  of  night-soil  has  been  conducted  as  satis¬ 
factorily  as  circumstances  would  permit,  but  owing  to  the  increased 
demands  of  munition  works,  where  the  privies  are  still  in 
existence,  applications  were  not  attended  to  with  the  desired  promp¬ 
titude,  although  compared  with  adjoining  districts  we  have  been 
distinctly  fortunate.  At  the  present  time  2*2  per  cent,  of  the 
houses  in  the  Borough  aie  supplied  with  privies,  the  total  cost 
of  removal  of  nightsoil  being  £326  3s.  2d. 

The  total  number  of  emptying  of  privies  was  700. 

There  are  approximately  10,000  ashbins,  the  contents  of 
which  in  normal  times  are  removed  weekly,  and  790  dry  ashpits. 
Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  the  work  of  removal  of  dry  refuse 
was  carried  on  under  the  greatest  possible  difficulty,  and  at  no 
period  of  the  year  could  the  work  be  said  to  be  well  in  hand. 
With  a  view  to  facilitating  the  work,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
with  the  late  nightsoil  contractor  to  undertake  the  removal  of  dry 
refuse  from  Spon  Lane  and  the  rural  portion  of  Lyndon  Ward, 
but  owing  to  his  carter  having  been  called  up  for  military  service, 
this  contract  came  to  an  end  in  August  and  other  arrangements 
had  to  be  made. 

The  number  of  loads  delivered  to  the  destructor  during 
the  twelve  months  was  4,036,  the  tonnage  being  4,406.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year  were  5,636  and  6,254. 
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The  number  of  loads  delivered  to  tips  by  our  own  men  was 
8,089,  the  estimated  tonnage  being  8,817.  In  all,  then,  12,125 
loads  or  13,223  tons  were  collected  by  our  own  men,  but  in  addi¬ 
tion  a  considerable  number  of  loads  were  collected  by  the  contrac¬ 
tors  for  the  Workhouse  and  Wigmore  Schools  and  by  the  former 
nightsoil  contractor  from  Spoil  Lane  and  Lyndon  Wards  and 
delivered  to  tips,  and  of  these  we  have  no  definite  record. 

The  cost  of  removal  in  spite  of  the  unsatisfactory  service  has, 
owing  to  the  further  increase  in  the  rates  of  horse  hire  and  war 
bonuses  to  workmen,  risen  from  £2,964  13s.  8d.  in  1916  to 
£3,497  Os.  lid. 

The  total  cost  of  refuse  removal  was  £3,823  4s.  Id.  as  com¬ 
pared  with  £3,412  5s  3d.  in  1916,  the  annual  cost  of  collecting 
refuse  from  a  house  with  a  privy  being  19s.  10‘6d.,  the  cost  from  a 
house  with  a  water-closet  4s.  9'4d. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  H.  SPEARS, 

Fellow  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Assoc., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Inspector’s  Report. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1917. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  a  Report  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Sale  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1917. 

I  have  obtained  140  samples  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Acts,  consisting  of  the  following  : — New  milk,  76;  butter, 
59;  margarine,  4  ;  lard,  2;  cream,  1  ;  egg  substitute,  1. 

These  were  all  submitted  to  and  were  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  who  certified  133  samples  (95'00  per  cent.)  as  “  genuine,” 
6  samples  (4’285  per  cent.)  as  “genuine  but  of  low  quality,”  1 
sample  ('715  per  cent.)  as  “adulterated.” 

The  six  inferior  samples  were  all  milks. 

The  adulterated  sample  was  egg  substitute. 


SUMMARY. 


Nature  of  Food 
or  Drug 

Number  of 
Samples 
Analysed  j 

Genuine 

Genuine  but 
of  low 
quality 

Adulterated 

Officially 

purchased 

Informal 

Samples 

Remarks 

Milk 

76 

70 

6 

76 

.  .  . 

Cream 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

Butter 

59 

59 

59 

4  contained  boron 

preservative 

Margarine  . . . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

1 

Lard 

2 

2 

. . . 

2 

Egg  Substitute 

1 

•  •  • 

i 

1 

Contained  over  1% 

boron  preservative 

140 

133 

6 

i 

77 

63 

30 


The  vendor  of  the  sample  of  egg  substitute  has  been 
cautioned  and  the  article  in  consequence  has  been  withdrawn 
from  sale. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  WM.  DAVIS, 

Chief  Inspector. 
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Analyst’s  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


Gentlemen, 

FOOD  AND  DBUGS  ACTS. 

I  beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  1917,  140  samples  were 
submitted  to  me  for  analysis  by  Mr.  Davis.  The  number  of  articles 
examined  is  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  sugges¬ 
tion  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  again  largely  followed 
in  obtaining  the  samples,  a  good  proportion  being  purchased  in  an 
informal  manner. 

This  method,  however,  failed  to  reveal  any  extensive  adultera¬ 
tion. 

Below  I  give  the  usual  table,  which  contains  a  summary  of 
the  articles  analysed,  these  being  divided  into  three  classes  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  quality. 

(1)  Genuine  and  of  good  quality. 

(2)  Genuine,  complying  with  the  necessarily  low  limits,  but 

of  poor  quality. 

(3)  Adulterated. 

TABLE. 


Description 

of 

Article 

Total 

Number 

of 

Samples 

“Offi¬ 
cially  ” 
pur¬ 
chased 

Informal 

Samples 

Genuine 

Samples 

Inferior 

Samples 

Adul¬ 

terated 

Samples 

(Informal) 

Milk 

76 

76 

... 

70 

6 

•  •  • 

Cream 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Butter 

59 

•  •  • 

59 

59 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Margarine 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Lard 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

Egg  Substi: 
tute 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

1 

140 

77 

63 

133 

6 

1 

w 


A 
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Milk  being  such  an  important  and  general  food,  provided 
more  than  half  the  samples  analysed,  and  it  is  highly  satisfactory, 
especially  having  regard  to  the  conditions  prevailing  during  1917, 
that  in  no  case  did  the  composition  fail  to  comply  with  the  official 
regulations.  Six  samples  only  were  of  rather  poor  quality,  whilst 
preservatives  were  not  detected  in  any  instance. 

All  the  butters  were  genuine.  Boron  preservatives  were- 
found  in  four  samples,  and  also  in  the  margarine,  but  in  every 
instance  the  percentage  was  under  the  limit  suggested  by  the 
Committee  on  “  Food  Preservatives  ”  as  permissible. 

The  only  adulterated  sample  was  an  egg  substitute  powder, 
which  contained  over  one  per  cent,  of  boron  compounds  stated  as 
boric  acid.  The  attention  of  the  vendor  was  called  to  the  presence 
of  the  preservative,  and  as  a  result  the  powder  was,  I  understand, 
withdrawn  from  sale. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently 

HARRY  SILVESTER,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C., 

Public  Analyst. 


